HISTORICAL   SKETCH   OF   COPPER.
Copper is one of the most important of the seven metals mentioned
by ancient historians. It was known probably before the time of Tubal
Cain, who was well acquainted with its uses and an educator of work-
ers in brass and iron. Grecian historians say that Cadmus discovered
copper and taught its application to the wants of his countrymen. It
was brought to notice on the island of Euboea, near the city of Chal-
kis, and thus we may suppose the Grecians gave it the name of choices,
by which name the metal was known to Homer and other ancient au-
thors. The old Romans knew copper as aes cyprmn, and later as
cypmm, names apparently derived from that of the island of Cyprus,
where Pliny says the art of working it was first discovered. It is cer-
tain that upon tm's island the Phenicians had opened copper mines at a
very early period. Hence, in the mystic nomenclature of the old
alchemists, copper received the name of Venus, the goddess to whom
Cyprus was sacred, and among their signs it was known by the astro-
nomical sign of that planet, o . The English word copper, the German
* kupipgr, the Spanish cobre and the French cuivre were probably intro-
duced into those languages during the middle ages, and seem but
slight modifications of the Latin name. Copper is mentioned in the
oldest records and appears to have been one of the first metals brought
into use by mankind. We are led to this conclusion by the considera-
tion of its nature and the probable manner of its occurrence. Masses
of native metal, separated by water from the original beds and de-
posited by floods in spots where warlike people sought materials
from which to make their rude weapons would, by their weight,
color, luster and malleability, quickly attract attention. These
qualities, in connection with the fact that pure native copper is often
detached in masses of considerable size, make it more than prob-
able that this metal was the first upon which the unskilled at-
tempts of the primitive smiths and smelters were made. It is gen-
erally assumed, without any authentic evidence to support the
assumption, that the aecient workers in copper had some particular
alloy of tin and copper which they made so hard that they were
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